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The transition in action — highlights from the
WorldGBC Leadership Summit 2026

On 21-24 June 2026, the World Green Building Council (WorldGBC) Leadership Summit
2026 welcomed our global network to London, UK, for a week of collaboration, innovation
and action.

A key highlight of the week was the WorldGBC Global Solutions Forum, a flagship event of
London Climate Action \Week. We welcomed 250 attendees from around the world,
including 62 Green Building Councils (pictured above), to exchange ideas, strengthen
partnerships and accelerate solutions.

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped to make this year's Summit such an
incredible success — from those who travelled from across the world to be with us in
London, to those supporting and contributing virtually.

We also extend our thanks to our inspiring speakers, whose expertise and insights made the
week so impactful, as well as UKGBC for supporting the event, and our sponsors Arup,
Sidara, City Developments Limited and Swire Properties, and philanthropic supporters
Ikea Foundation and Laudes Foundation.
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Together, we reinforced a clear message: the transition is already underway, the solutions are
proven, and we must focus now on accelerating delivery at speed and scale.

Thought leadership from Check out the photos from  See the updates from the
our CEO the event Summit

Cristina Gamboa explores Visit our tosee  Follow

why the next phase of the the key moments from across to see the big
transition will be defined by  the week, plus our takeaways from the week and
delivery. coming soon! join the global conversation.
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The age of electricity has arrived

WorldGBC is proud to join more than 40 organisations and alliances worldwide in launching
, @ global campaign to accelerate renewable-powered electrification and place
it at the centre of the clean energy transition. As countries seek to strengthen energy security,
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improve affordability and boost competitiveness, electrification is emerging as one of the
most practical solutions available.

Buildings are a critical opportunity for action, with electrification and energy efficiency able
to deliver nearly 70% of building sector emissions reductions by 2050.

As part of the campaign, WorldGBC is also supporting a global led by the
and the , calling on governments to
make electrification a central pillar of economic strategy.

United Nations
Climate Change

Built environment priorities gain ground ahead of COP31

As momentum builds towards COP31, WorldGBC leadership was active at key
international convenings in Istanbul and Bonn this month, helping ensure the built
environment remains central to global climate action. CEO Cristina Gamboa joined
discussions with Climate High-Level Champions, ministers and global leaders at the Zero
Waste Forum, while Audrey Nugent, Director of Global Advocacy & Campaigns,
represented our network at the SB64 Climate Meetings.

In Bonn, the COP31 Presidency outlined ambitious global targets, including increasing
electricity's share of final energy demand to 35% by 2035, reducing building energy intensity
by at least 25%, and raising global circular material use rates to 15%. WorldGBC contributed
directly to these discussions, including through an official side event co-organised by the
International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) and the Energy Efficiency Council. We
highlighted the critical role of demand sectors, particularly the built environment, in
delivering electrification at scale.

Looking ahead to COP31, WorldGBC is supporting the UNFCCC, Climate High-Level
Champions and COP Presidency through the Global Climate Action Agenda’s Plans to
Accelerate Solutions (PAS), including Building Efficiency, Electrification and Renewable
Integration (BEERI) and the Decarbonisation and Resilience Roadmaps. BEERI focuses on
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integrated approaches to reduce energy demand, optimise building electrification and
accelerate renewable uptake, while the Roadmaps.

Through these PAS's, WorldGBC is providing country and region specific pathways that
translate global targets into actionable policy and industry measures aligned with national
priorities. Find out more.

Across the regional network

How green buildings are shaping the World Cup

Across the WorldGBC , a new
feature has spotlighted the growing impact
of (US GBC) LEED
certification programme, with 13 of the 16 FIFA World Cup
2026™ host stadiums now certified as green buildings.

The achievement highlights how GBC-led certification
systems are helping to transform some of the world's most
high-profile venues. You can also check out this
to explore some of North America's
5 most environmentally responsible venues!

Improving existing homes for a more sustainable future

Colombia Green Building Council (CCCS)

Find out more



https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2FiYBWoAIdt3WF9gphPj-at3J-oiAY8Q%2F362j3x%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733107842644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vwRll5nzAKTAACUoet%2BH39cB2b7cEuEkOQ9uSJfrZz8%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Famericas-%2F362j47%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733107920543%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n2gWKdk%2B7Ud%2BbIebPE1vaQIovvH9YanBpW7t4knMIOg%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fc6444de864c52902ec741a99b84833%2F362j44%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733107992124%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yC5152e6JBO3vk3RR2nOSmyBprm57Mb%2Fb%2FqIyQWabUo%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fbc-u-s-green-building-council-%2F362j4b%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108053646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zay6Xx9MSI4P3tkv0Lp6aptEWk0OI%2F3sbDf986ggIGU%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fsustainable-stadiums%2F362j4f%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108080961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NrhwZ3DQDj436QpzfA3p5b0QI7XehkCR%2BJf1A8MqnVc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fsustainable-stadiums%2F362j4f%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108080961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NrhwZ3DQDj436QpzfA3p5b0QI7XehkCR%2BJf1A8MqnVc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Flombia-green-building-council-%2F362j4j%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108146712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sv6dMD%2FWuvy6yW9LAnYhWVXF9KWK8O%2FAmqjDsaQLr1M%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Friver-of-urban-sustainability-%2F362j4m%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108217411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ph2gtQ7fKuDM%2FdhXaZjhpx%2BZ2EAb1ZJxF8GNXsnMWbM%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fc6444de864c52902ec741a99b84833%2F362j44%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733107872291%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d4qex3wv4Hd7h%2BK4mM4SlTeTYy0M%2BaxP0vkjkLQgwm8%3D&reserved=0

% A month of collective action — Europe

From shaping policy discussions to advancing market
transformation, there has been no shortage of activity from
the Europe Regional Network (ERN).

On 27 May 2026, the ERN sent a united call for ambitious

. National Building Renovation Plans in a campaign which

& urges governments to prioritise energy efficiency, accelerate
. electrification and ensure a fair transition.

Read on here.
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Scaling climate action that puts people first:
WorldGBC and Ramboll launch partnership

WorldGBC is delighted to announce a new strategic partnership with the Ramboll
Foundation, building on more than a decade of collaboration to help make quality of life a
measurable outcome of the built environment.

While reducing carbon emissions remains critical, the built environment also plays a
powerful role in shaping health, wellbeing, resilience and the way people experience
everyday life. Together, we will equip Green Building Councils, industry and policymakers
with the tools, evidence and frameworks needed to move beyond carbon-only metrics and


https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Feurope-%2F362j4q%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108358680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BiJNnfHB2u7r68bK6p7v1oo7ox86cwIU49pla372c8E%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Farticle-open-letter-nbrps-%2F362j4t%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108420259%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NZm25t41OXKSCfVyWDZfATHXPZyZ7bkCO7BZN4wWlHM%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Farticle-open-letter-nbrps-%2F362j4t%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108488943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JKl0LxQtiDhBzHYuuDmAombQlX8T%2FRi2mCcrnXMFmuc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-06-30%2F362j51%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108630588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gH2lZoHcmc8NuJ0iXeOvoi5r7IJlUxMxNzlb6gRT6Ec%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-06-30%2F362j51%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108630588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gH2lZoHcmc8NuJ0iXeOvoi5r7IJlUxMxNzlb6gRT6Ec%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Feurope-%2F362j4q%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108295039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ILbY7jfZ5CnJ30xDix5U08DUKuaqfpTCLsxG4qjXWHU%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fe-quality-at-core-of-buildings%2F362j4x%2F2995575390%2Fh%2FRjNh8558tHakyG-MD0kdSeFq1N74P910t8p1wHXNduM&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C3975815f4cf8473ac6ca08ded809a4e1%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639185733108559738%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L3dBIYqYSA174uFDaC0ITnW5A7EMKFqnVLAJ742fWBM%3D&reserved=0

create places that are healthier, more equitable and resilient for people and communities.
Explore the partnership.

Pictured above from left to right: Peter Heymann, Ramboll Group CCO, Cristina Gamboa,
CEO, WorldGBC and Asbjgrn Kristensen Hagsbro, Head of Philanthropy, Ramboll
Foundation.
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. . = o ° 'A® »
. N
epte be 026 GREEN
BUILDIN
COUN
A A’ AYa
0 Or'10 D100 0 [J 0 J Cd Dal(
a 0 ep De . O fa a a
», B o [a) a) a) a) a)
» 0 dC PIO 0 NO OIQ 0 0 0 aing OC
nrep q fo ore re a a d fa a
ed D orlaGB (1004 E O E Pal( O e NO DIE
D aing eip o eSSe 0 CO € ed € O Oppo 0 E
PICG oligle Orid
00 O

Could your project take centre stage at COP31?

" Applications are now open for the International Sustainable
Building Competition, a global initiative designed by
Turkiye and supported by the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), to celebrate outstanding sustainable
building projects from around the world.

From innovative design and healthy indoor environments,
winning projects will be recognised as leading examples of
sustainable construction and showcased throughout COP31
in Antalya. Closes on 15 October 2026, apply here.
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Final thought from Cristina Gamboa, CEO,
WorldGBC

The WorldGBC Leadership Summit 2026 left me feeling energised and optimistic about what
we can achieve together.

We had a stark and timely reminder of the urgency of our work, as we experienced an
unprecedented heatwave in the UK during the Summit. Yet even amid that reality, what stood
out most was the determination and practical optimism across our global network.

There is something uniquely powerful about bringing together our community in person —
sharing ideas, strengthening relationships and turning ambition into action. Throughout the
week, | was inspired by the passion and leadership of Green Building Councils, partners and
members from around the world, united by a shared belief that the transition is already
underway and that our focus now must be on accelerating delivery at speed and scale.

That same spirit continued through our conversations across
and beyond. From discussions at the

, to the on scaling retrofit and
resilience, and the exploration of how cities can
better align policy, finance and standards, we explored how creating the right conditions for
implementation will be critical to unlocking progress at scale.

Currently, I am in Montreal for the

, and the conversations are encouraging because there is
growing recognition that buildings must play a central role in the energy transition. Across
every conversation, one theme remains constant: progress happens when we work together —
and | look forward to continuing that journey with all of you.
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Global network

Find out more about our global network of Green Building Councils around the world.

Our Corporate Advisory Board
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