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Retrofit revolution — upgrading the buildings of 

today for tomorrow’s world 

 

Today, World Green Building Council (WorldGBC) has launched a new position paper, 

'Building Retrofits: Why upgrade our existing buildings', to highlight one of the most 

immediate opportunities for climate action — retrofitting. 

Developed with our network of Green Building Councils and partners around the world, the 

publication focuses on a clear reality: with over 80% of 2050’s buildings having already been 

built, improving what we have now is essential to cutting emissions and preparing for climate 

risks in the future. 

The report presents retrofit as a practical, people-focused solution, based on real-world case 

studies. In this Thought Leadership piece, Stephen Richardson, Senior Impact Director, 

WorldGBC, shares his personal reflections on the progress of retrofit so far, and what more 

can be done to scale up. 

 

 

  

 

Read the paper  

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fbuilding-retrofits-%2F35stmf%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366657061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oTLljzJ1FmOgK%2Bx0nRbOzjMGHnifeE%2BBgR4%2BpA6iVcw%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F-a-deep-retrofit-of-your-home-%2F35stmj%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366669446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g3QbIYt%2FAvvmrn57fKz0rCWszMOKsdr2ZfHJ7%2FF9PyA%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-04-28%2F35stmb%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366632704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=U%2FF4VT8R732sdoUofgudVtI1nfMrIs8nkoVgtXoRkrU%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fbuilding-retrofits-%2F35stmf%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366644901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y48Nsy1OUv8utPQYJk%2BU3sLaVTvSKSGX9ap0XHZJ7jM%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworldgbc.org%2Fbuilding-retrofits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366694230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bGD9W0uHLx3Zfmy39XmoZZwXr%2FPQfsWvaptP%2Fo%2BPcj8%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fworldgbc.org%2Fbuilding-retrofits%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366694230%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bGD9W0uHLx3Zfmy39XmoZZwXr%2FPQfsWvaptP%2Fo%2BPcj8%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

Buildings Breakthrough presents a global language for 

near-zero buildings 

A major new report developed through a collaboration led 

by WorldGBC, and coordinated by the Global Alliance for 

Buildings and Construction (GlobalABC), has set out, for 

the first time, a shared global framework to deliver near-zero 

emission and climate-resilient buildings by 2030. Launched 

under the Breakthrough Agenda, it aligns definitions, metrics 

and policy approaches to accelerate action across the sector. 

The report provides practical guidance on turning climate 

goals into practical results — from cutting lifecycle 

emissions, to strengthening resilience.  
 

  

 

  

 

Keynote speaker announced — agenda live for WorldGBC Global Solutions Forum 

With the agenda now live for WorldGBC's flagship event the Global Solutions Forum on 22 

June 2026, we're thrilled to announce the leading voices in sustainability which will be 

joining us: 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Lord Adair Turner, Chair of the Energy Transitions Commission, who will be 

delivering the day’s opening keynote 'Zero Emission Buildings: Challenges & 

Opportunities'. 

 Emma Fletcher, Innovation Director at Octopus Energy.  

 Brett Ormrod, Head of Sustainability, Europe at LaSalle Investment Management.  

 Paul Oosting, CEO of Assemble.  

This is just the beginning — with more speakers to be announced soon.  

The Forum is delivered in partnership with the UKGBC as part of London Climate Action 

Week 2026 and will bring together more than 250 leaders from over 50 countries. The day 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fdings-the-global-norm-by-2030-%2F35stmm%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366735074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cw9rsAWgRG5W5R5z7OoQhHZYJ2aRQyzV2lEV4RFMVzc%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-04-28%2F35stmq%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366749538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6TCpa6NMuVTx03e09kLVoq8vbFxB8HNH7ovCr%2Bh6w78%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-04-28%2F35stmq%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366749538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6TCpa6NMuVTx03e09kLVoq8vbFxB8HNH7ovCr%2Bh6w78%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fp---overview%2F35stmt%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366774522%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f1%2Bd3%2BixPoODWtCjNbmci4fbcpc7P%2Fta%2Bt3Bhv%2BEOsk%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-04-28%2F35stmx%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366786953%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=na78LWaNhyBqT%2FnB65aE5mURxF8qiffGwqNtul2AfFs%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-04-28%2F35stn1%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366799924%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dsH4Z8b5TFSmYNa97BPGzzp2yBCK0qF8wXsotm3EX9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2F2026-04-28%2F35stn1%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366799924%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dsH4Z8b5TFSmYNa97BPGzzp2yBCK0qF8wXsotm3EX9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fdings-the-global-norm-by-2030-%2F35stmm%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366718923%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2%2FWG7nZJ9gwF07MJQlmviA6hmOhri9yOMO6NXRdZGEI%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fp---overview%2F35stmt%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366761958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3Q%2F7rDDUa0M8Bf%2Fu0ithx9IbcKNmEiHVAGtr2XUeabs%3D&reserved=0


will feature keynotes, showcases and interactive discussions focussed on turning ambition 

into tangible solutions that create lasting change. Join us. 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

Global coalition launched to drive sustainable AI data centres 

Eight of the world’s leading building and sustainable finance organisations have come 

together to launch the Greening AI Data Centres Coalition (GADCC) — with WorldGBC as 

a founding member. The new global initiative will define what truly “green” data centres 

look like, setting clear and credible benchmarks to guide sustainable development as demand 

for AI-powered infrastructure accelerates. Read on 
 

  

 
  

 

  

 

Across the regional network 
 

  

 

Book your ticket now   

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fe-article-p-19176-preview-true%2F35stn4%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366863436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GOK0h%2BVX8L4ipmB10ABZWlCwDZ0Vy6TmMdHzW%2BtR7T0%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Fe-article-p-19176-preview-true%2F35stn4%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366849741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3qo%2BxPxW%2FLkrMFZVr8zJW0kDUt3EahG6MdfN8jazaPM%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjsyczdmhqvesfxi.eventify.io%2Fp%2F%23%2Foverview&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366824877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6E5Gi70gTV3yUrJv2U6vr1%2BvvBPsjhn%2FQJeu5kU3ahw%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjsyczdmhqvesfxi.eventify.io%2Fp%2F%23%2Foverview&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366824877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6E5Gi70gTV3yUrJv2U6vr1%2BvvBPsjhn%2FQJeu5kU3ahw%3D&reserved=0


 

Africa’s building transition: Nigeria and Kenya lead 

roadmap implementation 

In March 2026, Green Building Council Nigeria announced that it is developing a National 

Decarbonisation and Resilience Roadmap for the buildings and construction sector. The 

initiative will translate climate ambition into action, by strengthening links between policy, 

market, and delivery, plus identify investment opportunities. 

Proudly supported by WorldGBC through our Building the Transition Roadmaps 

programme, the roadmap focuses on driving the practical implementation of low-carbon, 

resilient buildings. 

As part of the programme, the Kenya Green Building Society is also leading 

implementation of its national roadmap through a 2026–2028 programme. This aims to move 

the sector from planning to delivery, powering multi stakeholder collaboration to help 

translate long-term climate ambitions into coordinated action. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

CAGBC leads the way on zero-carbon 

building transition planning 

Canada Green Building Council (CAGBC) 

hosted its latest workshop on 22 April 2026 

as part of their Transition Planning Now 

initiative, which explores pathways to 

decarbonisation. It introduced the CAGBC 

Carbon Transition Planning Guide, a 

framework which supports building owners 

and asset managers to plan cost-effective 

routes to zero-carbon, climate-resilient 

buildings. Find out more 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2Freen-building-council-nigeria-%2F35stnb%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366896818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lITOEO5klExCNnz7YYe6PSlvoLRxLPIZiJXz%2FW7ixVs%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmarketing.worldgbc.org%2Fe%2F1086713%2FiYBWoAIdt3WF9gphPj-at3J-oiAY8Q%2F35stnf%2F2933365311%2Fh%2F0yBXwjChKNg-PfuacAYFowU_Zq945wSNF_8uimfz61s&data=05%7C02%7Cvicky.chan%40hkgbc.org.hk%7C1a138ee7fe7a41e53a3208dea5a6e3cf%7Cd01528f947424bca905fe7f21e2a6c92%7C0%7C0%7C639130333366912906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7H5vAj6lSavQni%2FpD7rH4xZaDcXVDKmfM4%2Fjx51GFEA%3D&reserved=0
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EU steps up on Whole Life Carbon in buildings 

The European Commission has published its long awaited 

Staff Working Document on Whole Life Carbon (WLC), 

which outlines how to cut emissions across the full life cycle 

of buildings. Developed with input from WorldGBC, it 

highlights practical actions and key levers, which include 

efficiency, sufficiency, and renewables. 

The publication signals growing momentum as Member 

States prepare life cycle roadmaps under the revised Energy 

Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD). See 

WorldGBC's reaction 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

  
 

Learning and events 
 

  

 

  

  

 

Sign up for the World Cities Summit, 14–16 June 2026 

WorldGBC is proud to be a Strategic Partner of this year's World Cities Summit 2026, in 

Singapore, from 14–16 June 2026. 

Jointly organised by the Centre for Liveable Cities (CLC) and the Urban Redevelopment 

Authority (URA), the Summit will bring together global leaders to accelerate action, 

strengthen collaboration and drive transformation towards more liveable, resilient and 

sustainable cities worldwide. 

  

  

 

Lighting the way: IEA spotlights a new 

wave of smarter solutions 

Swire Properties sets course for 2050 with 

new sustainability report 
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The International Energy Agency (IEA) 

has published a new commentary, 'The Next 

Wave of LED Lighting: Smarter, circular 

and more efficient', exploring lighting’s role 

in the energy transition. 

As the world enters the “age of electricity,” 

lighting still accounts for around 8% of 

global electricity demand. Developed with 

input from WorldGBC Corporate Advisory 

Board members Signify, the commentary 

shows how digitalisation, circularity, and 

efficiency can unlock further emissions cuts. 
 

WorldGBC Corporate Advisory Board 

members Swire Properties has released its 

Sustainability Report 2025 alongside its 

annual results, marking a milestone year in 

its sustainability journey. The company 

achieved the majority of its 2025 targets — 

and is building strong momentum for their 

long-term vision. 

At the heart of this next phase is the new 

Sustainable Development 2050 Strategy 

'Building the World’s Most Sustainable 

Communities'.  
  

 

  

  

 

  
 

Final thought from Cristina Gamboa, CEO, 

WorldGBC 

As we continue to accelerate the transition, I’m reminded that real progress happens when 

ambition meets action — and when we stay focussed on people and planet. This month, we 

launched our new retrofit publication as part of our Building the Transition programme, 

building on our work on electrification. Together, these publications reinforce a clear 

message: buildings are central to the green transition. 

This was one of my key points when I joined the latest Energy Efficiency Hub Steering 

Committee meeting in March 2026, alongside colleagues from the International Energy 

Agency (IEA) and The Energy Foundation. We are in an age of electrification, and the 

transition is already underway, delivering real benefits — from cleaner air and lower bills, to 

more resilient energy systems. You can read my reflections here  

Yet we must also continue to remain mindful that members of our global community face 

challenges — from conflict and instability, to energy insecurity. I continue to be inspired by 

the strength of our network — supporting one another and staying firmly committed to our 

shared mission, even in the face of those challenges. 

That is why, looking ahead, I'm excited for the WorldGBC Leadership Summit 2026, a key 

moment for our global network to come together! I encourage you to explore the agenda 

and join us because it is through collaboration that we are turning hope into action — and 

building the transition together. 
 

  

 

  
 

Global network 
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