
 

The Cream of BEAM Plus (2021) 
A General Sharing of BEAM Plus Certification Data 

 
(This paper provides a gist of the CPD Training Video “Cream of BEAM Plus (NB) 2021” and 

 Internal data analysis of EB, BI & ND project data.  For further details, readers are advised to view the 

 training video on HKGBC On-line Training Portal.) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

“The Cream of BEAM Plus” is a paper published regularly to disseminate the performance of 
BEAM Plus-certified green buildings. In this paper, the study period is extended to mid-April 
2021, providing readers with more updated analysis.   

 
 
GRADING DISTRIBUTION 

 
For PA:  The NB projects were analysed in terms of their grading distribution throughout the 
latest three years – see pie chart below.  The percentage changes compared to last year’s results 
are given in brackets (the grey figures).   One point worth mentioning is that 47% of the PA 
results is at Gold or above. 

 

                                
 

  



 

For FA:  The NB projects were also analysed in terms of their grading distribution throughout the 
latest three years – see pie chart below.   Compared to PA, the percentage of projects attaining 
Platinum in FA is greater, whereas the percentage attaining Unclassified in FA is lower than PA. 
   
 

                                          
 
 
To illustrate how the results of NB projects are changed when they proceed from PA to FA, a 
matrix is formulated below.  It can be seen that the majority of projects have FA results that are at 
least as good as the PA (i.e. green cell figures added up > pink cell figures added up).  The red and 
green figures/arrows show the change compared to the previous year. 
 

   



 

 
SCORING 
 
The target scores and actual scores achieved per aspect are analysed, with results given in the 
following graphs. 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

CREDIT ACHIEVEMENT RATES 
 
The most achieved and the least achieved credits are listed below.  Figures in the two RHS 
columns are the achievement rates. 
 

 

 



 

ENERGY & WATER REDUCTION TREND 
 
The mean annual energy reduction (EU1) and potable water reduction (WU1) achieved by 
NB projects from Bronze to Platinum are given below:   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

CONTESTED RATES 
 
The contested rates of credits in Gold or above NB PA projects are shown below.  Reasons of 
contesting were explained in the training video. 
 

 

 
                       
 

 
 
 
  



 

INNOVATIONS AND ADDITIONS 
 
 
The IA1 (innovative techniques) items adopted by the 2020/21 NB projects include: 

 
- Hybrid solar panels (electricity generation + heat collection) 
- Light well in a commercial building 
- Upcycling of window glass in a renovation project 
- Smart home panels 

 
 
The IA2 (performance enhancement) items include: 

 
- Twin-tank system 
- Two-level lighting system 
- Multi-sensory map with tactile guide path 
- Hard-paved construction site 
- EV charging facilities 
- BIM 
- Internet project communication centre / ePM system 
- IAQ excellent class 
- Enhancement under MA6 / SA7b / SA8b(ii) 
- Food waste decomposer 
- Community farm 
 

 
 
 
  



 

Existing Buildings 
 
The study also analysed the performance of 27 EB Comprehensive Scheme Platinum projects.  
Their scoring analyses are given below. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                 
  



 

                  

 
. 

 

 
 

 

Within IA1, the adopted innovations include: 

- “Comfy” workplace temperature optimisation control system. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

          For EB Selective Scheme, the study has included 7 recent projects, as well as an analysis of all 
the 12 projects within the EU category.   Their scores are as follows: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
      

  



 

 The commonly achieved and least achieved credits in the EB Selective Scheme (EU) projects are 
as follows: 

 

 
 

   
 For EB Selective Scheme – Portfolio Volume Certification, below are the Mean Scores of 11 MAN 
projects: 

 

 
  



 

      The credit achievement rates of credits among these 11 volume cert projects are: 

 
 
 

  



 

BEAM Plus Interiors (BI) 
 

     For BEAM Plus Interiors (BI), the scores of 18 Platinum projects are: 
 

 
 
Their aspect mean percentage-score achievement is as follows: 
 

 



 

Their target vs actual scores are as follows: 
 

           
 

 
 



 

                   
 
Other un-listed innovations adopted by BI projects include: 
 
- Curtain wall window opening: use of temporary window cover panel for connecting exhaust 

air duct at times of office renovation 
- Exercising equipment to promote healthy and active living 
- Energy-generating exercising machines 
- Reused-bottle wall 
- Indoor hydroponic farming 
- Education for visitors 
- BIM model with O&M database 
- Adoption of Oceanic Global Guide to minimize the use of plastic in offices 
- Provision of “Room for Moms” to cater for the need of female employees 
 
 
 

  



 

BEAM Plus Neighbourhood (ND) 
 
The study also analysed the performance of 4 latest ND Platinum projects.  Their scoring 
analyses are given below. 
 

 
 
Their credit achievement rates are as follows: 
 

 
 
 
Innovation/performance enhancement in these ND projects include: 
- new technology to treat waste to produce energy and other useful products 
- use of combined heat and power system plus PV to generate a high amount of energy. 
 
 
 



 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

The above information gives selected key statistics of the training webinars.  If readers want to 
appreciate the full findings of the statistical study for new buildings, they are advised to watch the 
training video ‘Cream of BEAM Plus (New Buildings) 2021’ which is available on the following 
On-line Training Portal:  

http://onlinecpdtraining.hkgbc.org.hk/ 

 

 

-End- 

http://onlinecpdtraining.hkgbc.org.hk/
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